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ENGINEERS HAVE WE CALLS I

Superstition of Kings of th Throttle Which Holds
That Death Will Remain Away Until Third Warning
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ChJrugo InterOcean
Outside tbo Southern Pacific round

house in thlK city a group of locomotive
engineers ere witting and chatting

Now tlMTpr no use denying that Its
tko third call that get an engineer
said John Nolan the oldest engineer
in California as he came out of the
round hone wiping oil from his hands

I have yet to know an engineer who
doesnt bell ve that and I could
all day long instances to prove the

of the belief
Then too theres no use denying

that most engineers can go through
any sort of wreck and not get alike
until they have their third call Take
the case of Bill conner up on the JFtUtco
and Sacramento division last year

Bill was hauling a sixcar train on
which was a half ton of giant powder
on the gondola car A lot of Mexican
track laborers were In a car near the
gondola

No one ever knew how it happened
but the dynamite ignited Half the
Mexican were blown to atone and

were mangled
The fireman on the engine with BUI

Conner had been In two wrecks before
He was blown over 100 yards away
and probably never knew his fate i

The gondola was shivered to match
es The rape were bent like hairpins
and the whole train and locomotive
were In ruins

When the wrecking car came to
clear things up the tender wee jacked
up and there beneath a lot of coal
covered with blood was Bill Conner
unconscious arid apparently breathing
his last The doctor said life was a
matter of only a few hours

The railroad boys gathered about
Bill as he lay on the grass alongside
the track He regained consciousness
and getting hie breath managed to

Oh Ill come through all right
This is only the second call

The doctor shook his head but
every railroad man there knew Bill
was right Well it took four months
of nursing and a heap of pluck on Billspart but he came out sound and well

Bill was transferred to the Portland
division and had the softest and safest
job in his life He feared another and
third call So he sought as soft a Job
as possible and at much smaller pay

Last spring he was drawing No
passenger accommodation just outside
of Woodburn when the connecting rod
on the engineers side of the locomot
ive snapped and the loose end struck
through the cab breaking Bills leg
and crushing his ankle

It didnt seem like such a serious
accident for a railroad engineer but
Bill said

Boys it my third call Ill makea powerful effort to get around again
but It looks bad to me

In a month Bill died Blood poison
ing set in and all sorts of unusual com-
plications came into the case

Do you remeinber that case of young
Fred Fuller oUt on the East El Paso
division said an engineer at Nolans
elbow That proves the sense of the
three times and out belief

One night down there when the
darkness was so heavy that you could
almost chop it and the rain came down
in rivers Fred Fuller engine was tak
ing a heavy curve out on the Texas
plains and a drivewheel flange broke
The engine jumped the track and Fred
had a close shave from instant death-
in the wreck-

It was the first can and of course
he survived A few months In the hos-
pital and he was ready for an engine
again

He got light work about the El Paw
yards and on daylight runs About a
year after the wreck he began
regular night and appeared to be
as good an engineer as he ever was

One night it happened that Fred
was put on the same train that he was
on when hurt It was noticed that he
was a little nervous but no attention
was paid to thin The night out turned-
to be the same kind of one as that on
which he was hurt dark and rainy

As the train neared the curve where
the first accident had occurred the fire-
man noticed Reed slack up his engine
and at the same time he began to get
paler As they rounded the curve
where he had been ditched before
Fred uttered a shriek and ten over in
a faint The strain was too much for
himHe was taken off his engine this
time for good of course and was for a
couple of years doing switch work in
the yards engineer hk first call
had ruined him for life amount of
money could hire him to steer an en-
gine around that curve again after
dark and he was known to be a man
of great nerve too-

I fired for seven years for old Har-
vey Post and wa the most dare-
devil man at a trottle I ever knew
until he had hi second close call in a
railroad wreck said a man in the
group Harvey Post was Collie P
Huntingtons favorite engineer

to run from San Francisco to
Bakersfield

I have never known anyone with
so little fear and so much faith in fate
as Post He believed that fate ruled
everything i an engineers life and
that do what he might an engineer
would not die until his time had come
He waa the fastest locomotive runner-
I ever knew

Posts first call came along in tile
summer of 1881 when he was running
the Los Angeles out of Oak
land early in the afternoon of a very
hot day The great speed was easily
made

About two miles south of the Mer-
ced station he struck the double
track and a little further on a freight
train going south on the opposite track
hove in slight running at a good speed
When within 100 feet of the freight
train Post saw a car in the middle OE

the long line of freight cure leaveran and strike his track
Tbe car struck so hard that It boun-

ded back Posts train shot by the de-
railed oar an instant afterward at the
rate of forty miles an hour The place
at which accident occurred was
near a culvert and steep embankment
some fifty feet high and had be truck
the car a terrible wreck would hay
reunited

I was on the firemans side of the lo-
comotive and was too paralyzed at the
prospect of laMent death to move
much less speak When we stopped at
Merced old Harvey tailed across the
cab to me

Say boy that was a terrible close
call wasnt it Guess no one aboard
the oars knows what a shave that was
from a whooping big wreck Thats
my fret calL

It was along in the winter of 1S82
83 that Post got his second call He
was thin pulling the Coast express
from San Jose to Frisco

He was on the north bound train
one and was two miles from Red
wood City Heavy trains had loosened
the earth beneath the rails at this
point and a Posts engine shot over
the soggy earth down went

The sudden stop of the engine
hurled about two tons f coal and the
baggage and mail can on top of
and me and we were in j

ger of beirfg burned or smothered to
death after we had being
crushed to death But we got off with
some severe injuries

In two months Post was back on
his engine and as good as ever In de
scribing sis experiences he used to say
be was most surprised when he found

In stnki g beneath Trim that
not tafesn the precaution to

Jump out of the cab window He said
M knew it was his second tail and
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could therefore afford to take some
chances

I quit tirIng for Post after thataccident at Redwood Two calls inside
of two years were too much tor me

Post thought it was a great JokeHe declared a man could do anything
he liked with a locomotive and not die
until face had so agreed 2qstHt wife
begged him to give up engineering

least take a yard locomotive where
the danger was less Post replied

If I cant run firstclass Ill not runat all
Post said that his third can would

be his end but he was deed Mire thatthe third call would not cotne until
fate said so Well fate claimed him
about two years later

He had been working overtime for
several weeks running between Frisco
and Santa Cruz There was a lot of
big sea shore excursions and Post was
making money by extra work in hauling them

He went without sleep and nodding
for a nscment white he was at the
the train dispatcher had ordered him
to take A few seconds later his lo-
comotive crashed full into aln engine
pulling a fast northbound freight-

It was a horrible wreck The freight
engineer bruised and cut fright
fully It didnt seem as if he could live
a but it was his first cap So heultimately got well

Post was taken out of the wreck
scalded about the legs He had beenjammed against the smokestackEvery one of the railroad boys thereknew it was his third Death
claimed him an hour later

Speaking of superstitions wn a lo-
comotive said Dan B Miller remindsme of a time I had whoa I was pulling
the overland Tuc-
son and Yuma division down in
ona What I am going to SJQT proves
that there is uncanny some-
thing humanlike abqut a locomotive
that an engine can be your hoodoo oryour friend

One evening I got orders to take theSunset west bound out of Tuc-
son at midnight Everything seemedto go wrong with The
roundhouse hostler had forgotten to
set the oil valves properly the firemanwas slower than molasses and the baggagemen were woefully stow Scalded
the dispatcher kept us in the stationhalf ah hour past leaving timeJust as we were about to pull away
the conductor came and whispered inmy ear than one of the railroad vice
residents was back in a Pullman on
the train That was enough to makeany man in an engine cab want to do
his level beet for his reputation

Notwithstanding night the
of track washouts and the late-

ness of our departure I made up my
mind to make up time between Tucson
and Marlcopa If the wheels stayed on
the tracks and the trucks held

The fireman said hed riskanything to make time So two miles
out o Tucson I put on ail the speed
cbe engine had

But she didnt seem to mtive much
faster The steam ran down I was
perspiring with anxiety Right in the
midst of it all the bsm to actwrong One quit wosk altogether

I was beside HyseU to
drop even our running time We leftMaricopa a Httle before daylight an

and a half late
At the station the conductor came
the cab and said Hope WJB willget to Yuma J time t c dinner andI war bofjins i his Yumawas a breakfast station you know

all along Three miles AsteeSprings I found the water was getting
low in the boiler bat to
be done immediately with the pumps
for there was a long heavy grade to
be climbed just ahead

The conductor was wellnigh crazy
and I was in despair We puited into a
sidetrack and I began examiningpumps

iSuddenly there was a locomotive
shriek and a special tourist train
bound for Near Orleans came rolling
at the rate of forty miles down
the long grade toward us All my de

turned into amasement We had
miraculously escaped a headon cot

The telegraph operator at Maricopa
to give us a meeting or

der for the special But our balky
engine we would have met that futtrain full tilt As frightful a wreckas was ever known in the southwest
would have resulted

Here is the strange part of this ex
perience I found nothing wrong withthe pumps the special hadpawed and we pulled back to
trade both pumps worked charmIf wand had been waved over
the engine it could not have done finerwork We quickly had all the steamwe wanted and in half an hour iwwere making speedacross the Arizona wastes We reachedYuma on the very second of scheduletime
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She Wiped OutHer Social In
in One Sweep

Chicago News
wben Burnham decided to givea large and wipe

social indebtedness in one sweep ofglory Burnham only heada fresh cigar
Of course you may if you want tohe said but its dangerous Youllforget people and theyll Hate you everafter the people who come Will criticise what you feed em if you wear anew gown the women will say you aretrying to outshine your guests and ifput on an old one theyll fiche youdont think tajrr worth dressing up

for And if you dont give a j nobody will invite you to theirs Anyway you put it youre up against itIt might be safer to move o a desert island his wife with sar-casm It would remove all the difilculties But Im not forgetany one
The next week Mm BurnJiam lived

with notebook and pencil in land Firstshe put down her calling list then sheadded her relatives Horror enveloped
her the day after when she rememberedshe had forgotten Mr relatives That reminded Mr of tMe Woods
who had moved to a suburb and were
therefore fading from her mittd Once
she thought of a nama in the middle ofthe night and arose to Jot it down Herhusband awaking thought she was aburglar and the consequences might

been serious had he been a littlequicker in reaching for his revolver
enjoyed himself immenselyduring these harrowing betyou a box of candy agates

a hundred cigars he said at lastthat in spite of all your brain workyoull get into trouble over your lItforget somebody who is probablyyour dearest have a feud onyour hands thatll last a lifetime
Mrs Burnham shrugged her pretty

shoulders and signified that he mightas well see about buying theery Ive gone over that list a dozen
times she said Ive had it on my
mind for days and Ire racked my brain
from corner to corner I haventmissed a soul

The night of the party arrived andeverything went off beautifully When
the last guest departed Mrs
turned a tired but beaming face upon
her husband Well its over she
breathed with r
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fng Mrs Burnham dropped the coffeepot with a thud Oh Harry she
gasped faintly What shall I do Ivejust remembered that Belle Owens anti
perjluwbana ff ot Kers last

my brtdea ald9
we went to school together She

made a frantic dash to the library and
returned The Owens names were not
down They had stayed away for the

mod reason were not
Burnham forbore to voice his glee

for his wifes anguish was too deep
j Cheer up You can ask em to din
ner and save yourself he said and left
foe the office

When Burnham went out at 10
oclock to market she nodded and
siatyed cordially to her next door neigh

also descending the steps As her
next neighbor treated her to an
Jcy and cutting stare Mrs Burnhams
knees smote together and like a

j

flasn-j lightning she realized she had
that neighbor entirely

And I know her so well We borrow
butter and coffee of each other and ex-
change patterns she moaned She
went home feeling like a criminal
rushed by the malignity of fate

Burnham found her subdued and pale
that evening Your cousin called me
up on the phone today he said tenta-
tively He seemed to feel hurt but I
told him their invitation must have got
lost for I had addressed it with my
own hands I dont dare let him sus
pect the truth And you neednt mind
about the cigare heres your candy

It was then Mrs Burnham dissolved
in tears Everybody is horrid but
you she said

UX HIS GOAT TATS BTTBST j

The Coolness Displayed by Senator
Vest in a Poker Game

Washington correspondence St Louis
The visit of Joseph Jefferson herehas

revived a story related by Billy
Florence with whom Jefferson was as-
sociated years ago Psker was a hobby
with Florence and he used to tell poker
stories by the yard One of hit
ite anecdotes told during afs
to Washington had Senator Vest of
Missouri as ita hers

According to Mr FlsVence Senator
Vest once sat in a poker in
it seemed he had not a ghosT Of a
chance to win He was a young man
and the other four in the game
old stagers They knew Mr Vest had
just been paid a large legal fee
they set about relieving him of the
responsibilities of so much wealth The
place was a little toxin and the game
was played in a small shed which had
no other covering for the earth floor
than a lot of fresh wheat straw A dry
goods box served table The cardswere stacked and almost at the be-
ginning of the game there was a jack-
pot Mr Vest opened it on threequeens As the cards were fixed the
other men held even better hands and
raised before the draw Mr Vest stood
the raise and drew two cards one of
which happened to be the fourth queen

The gamblers not expecting that
chance would so better the young Mr
Vests hand went after him warmly
An outsider who was a confederate
looked over Mr Vests shoulder and
saw his hand He held up four fingers
nodded winked coughed and did
everything else he could think of to
warn his friends but confident in the
success of their card stacking they
paid no attention He saw that Mr
Vest would break the whole party be
fore the betting ceased and in desper
ation he lighted a match dropped it
on the strawcovered floor and made
for thee door The gamblers sprang tp
their feet but Mr Vest remaiaed per-
fectly cool He took time to call laid
down his Invincible queens raked in
the stakes and as be went out of the
door his coat tails on fire he remarked
blandly Let her burn I take thepot

Sellable Old Hager
Washington Times

In a little homily on the decline of
the year and probable events of the
new year now knocking at Father
Time door a gentleman who was
present at a little conclave held by poll
ticians the other day expressed the
hope that 19OJ would whatever else itbrought forth vouchsafe good weather
and result thereof good crops

This remark brought out the sugges
tion from William Gabine of Virginia
that it was not a difficult matter to
know the weather conditions in ad
vance All you have to do said Ga
bine is to consult the Hagerstown
almanac for 1904 and you can get a
complete forecast Pve known that old
almanac he said for over fifty years
My father always had it swinging by
a string in the kitchen chimney cor
ner and old Hager swings in my kit-
chen the saws way all the year
round

As a wealthy prognosticator con
tinued Mr Gabine the
almanac antedates Old Probabilities
ever twothirds of a century and itsrarely out of line while the weather
bureau as we all with proper deli
once submit frequently gets tangled
up in his predictions When
old Hager1 advises the public thatits going to be a little chl
ly and when it conjectures boisterous
storms about March or
springlike weather about the First of
May thats the sort of weather we get
Ive been keeping tab on these guesses
for many years and have noticed they
come as near to accurate predictions-
as any that are made The Fourth of
July prediction 10 nearly always ful-
filled Theres only one time on record
that the old almanac apparently wentwrong and tttat was not its fault itwas an error made by the printer Then
H predicted as the type had it snow
tor the Fourth of July Well every
body laughed but by jingo there
came a cold snap from Greenlands icy
mountains or somewhere about that

and there was a flurry of snow
all over the country Independence
dayOh yea concluded Gabine as a
weather predictor give me the Hager
stown almanac before anything else

Feminine Diplomacy-
New York Times

Dr George F Shrady tells of a wo-
man whom he characterizes as deserve
ing of some sort of a medal

She was afraid that an Insidious
disease haft hold of her said Dr
Shvady and she wanted such an ex
amination made as would settle the
questio Such an examination if
made as settle the question
Such an examination if made by ex
pertsrwo hi cost her several hundred
dollars

So she applied for life insurance
amounting tol 000 An she is a wo

wealth and could easily
pay the premium on such a large pol
icy the Insurance people sent phys
clans to list who made a thorough ex
amination into her health They re
ported favorably and the insurance
company was ready to issue the large
policy

Then the woman her mind at rest
regarding her physical condition calm
ly remarked that she had changed her
mind and did not want the insurance
Clever eh

An Alternative
Chicago News

Mahoole Ntxt reline 01 pus wid
Joidy Mulligan yeve got to remove
yer hat

Mulligan And suppose Oi refuse
Mahoele Then bedad yeve got to

remove yen coat

At Last
Cleveland Ledger

Jobklnf putting down his paper at
the breakfast table I see d Katr
mole i the right in the right

Mrs itjibklhs Where Is he
Jobkins In the penitentiary
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SHOES VALUES EVER

OFFERED
The ladies will find at this price

hundreds of styles ra light hand
turned weight hand
channel and v heavy soles
Military Cuban Opera and
Leather

f

For mens Shoes Up
to Values

An assortment that includes
vici kid jqvd bos calf leather an4
drill lined French enamel double
deck hand sewed sole oltskin
Blucher cut and dozens of other
styles
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Over twentyfive styles in box
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Binder and lace styles 350
edited any and all

Miens

Shoes that cant be duplicated
elsewhere under 500 and 600

The assortment of styles em
braces all that is new in mens
fashionable footwear

Made in calf patent
vici kid box calf gnu calf en-
amel etc The list includes

patent kid 600 shoes
Smart dressers will find at this

price popular drop toe
shapes and other late styles
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Stove Co

Headquarters for Stores and
Ranges also Builders Hard-
ware

168 MAIN ST

E M FRIEDMAN S CO

145 lain St Progress d
Complete Stock of

ME S CLOTfflNG

FURNISHING GOODS

CHILDRENS SUITS

We carry only the most Satisfac-
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Lasting Goods
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Notice of Assessment
LITTLE CHIEF MINING it MILLING

company Principal of business
City Utah Location of mines

Ttntic yarning Joab county Vial
Notic is hereby that at a meet in
of the board of directors of the Lithe
Chief Mining Milling Company held
December 3d 1908 an assessment of or-
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18 was levied on the capital stock of
corporation and par
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the th day of January IS de-
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